V.]                  FLORA AND MINERALS.                      gi

wood and the SirnSapa furnished the wood for the floor.   The

, -3  also mentioned  in

. iii- 53. 22.   The Soma grew on the Mujavat peak of the
Himalaya, as also in the plains.     The Iksu or sugar-cane  Is
also mentioned (ix. 86, 18).  Yaw or barley, (v. 85, 3 ; x. 69, 3)
and Dh&nya or rice (x, 94,   13)  are  also mentioned as  the
principal crops cultivated.    As regards  Dkdnya, I   was sur-
prised to read the following remarks of Professor Macdonell :
" Rice which is familiar to the later Vedass   and   regarded in
them as one of the necessaries of life is not mentioned in the
Rgveda at all.    Its natural habitat is in   the  south-east,   the
regular monsoon area, where the rain-fall is  very  abundant.
Hence it probably did not exist in the region  of  the   Indus
river-system  when the  Rgveda   was composed,  though  in
later times, with  the  practice   of irrigation,   its  cultivation
spread to all parts of India."1     This supposition of the Profes-
sor is gratuitous, as we have  already proved  that rains were
abundant in ancient Sapta-Sindhu on account of its proximity
to the seass and helped the   tillers in the cultivation of paddy
which is also distinctly mentioned   in  the  Rgveda.2    (x. 94.
13). (Read also Rgvedic Culture^ ch. vii),

Mention is also made of sweet edible fruits, available in
the forests in great abundance (Rv. x. 146, 3), as well as of
many flowery creepers and medicinal herbs. The white lotus
(Rv. x. 142, 8) was the favourite flower among the ancient
Aryans, and was obtained from the lakes. The mango-tree
is nowhere mentioned, as il probably was indigenous to South
India, nor is the Sdla (Shorea robust*), the famous timber-
tree of the submontane regions of the Himalaya and of the
Deccan. The KuSa was the sacred grass which was largely
used in the performance of sacrifices,

Of   Minerals,  mention  has been  made of gold, silver*

copper,    iron  and  precious stones   in  the  Rgveda.    Tie

Macdonell's History of Sanskrit Literature, p. 140.
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